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DRIVERS LICENCES, PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS, WAITING TIME 

1786.  Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the Minister’s answer to question on notice No. 728 and ask - 

(a)  how did the change over of the driver’s licensing system to the Graduated Driver Training and 
Licensing System (GDTLS) in February 2001 affect waiting times for practical examination 
appointments; 

(b)  how much additional funding was allocated to the 2001/2002 State Budget to implement the new 
GDTLS; 

(c)  what are the strategies that the Department of Planning and Infrastructure has put in place to reduce the 
average waiting time of seven weeks for a practical examination appointment; and 

(d)  has the average waiting time to obtain a practical driving assessment in the metropolitan area now been 
reduced from seven weeks? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a)  Waiting times since the change over to the Graduated Driver Training and Licensing System (GDTLS) 
have been progressively affected by the new requirements which provide for the Practical Driving 
Assessment (PDA) to occur midway through the process and for the test to be of 50 minutes duration 
rather than 30 minutes as before.  

(b)  No specific funding was allocated to the 2001/2002 State Budget. However, some funding was 
provided from the Road Trauma Trust Fund to assist with GDT&L implementation.  

(c)  Strategies put in place to reduce the average waiting time of seven weeks for a PDA appointment 
include:  

Reviewing the workload of driving assessors and freeing them up from other duties;  

Providing for assessors to work additional hours;  

Implementing measures to train and recruit additional assessors;  

Increasing the number of other trained staff conducting PDAs;  

Consulting and working with the Australian Driver Training Association to take into account and 
address their concerns regarding the delays;  

Introducing from 1 July 2003, a compulsory waiting period for candidates who have failed a driving 
assessment, failed to attend without notice or not provided notice of cancellation within 24 hours and 
who do not fall within specified exemption categories.  

(d)  The average waiting time has been reduced to 5.3 weeks in the metropolitan area. However, this does 
not mean that no tests are available for this period as assessment times originally withheld for 
emergency arrangements may be released progressively and at some sites tests are currently available 
on request. 

 


